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they may train up their soldiers in the art of cutting
throats, or, as Sallust observed, for keeping their
hands in use.? He points out to the Cardinal the
evils arising from the enclosure of lands for pasture,
the destruction of towns and villages that formerly
lived by agriculture j even ' those holy men the
abbots, not contented with the rent their farms
yielded, stop the course of agriculture, enclose grounds,
reserving only the churches, that they may lodge
sheep in them.7 The labourers were driven forth to
beg or starve, or live as they best could. It was pro-
posed that all beggars should be sent to monasteries,
a grave ecclesiastic wittily remarking that this would
not relieve them of beggars so long as the friars
existed.

After a long conversation on the manifold evils of
society, Eaphael declares himself for Plato's doctrine
of a community of goods. He says that the only way
to make people happy is to make them all equal. He
proves this from his experience of seven years among
the Utopians in the island of Utopia, where the science
of government had reached perfection. The island
had fifty-four cities. Farmhouses were built all over
the country, and the inhabitants were sent out from
the cities by turns to dwell in them. Every country
family was a community, consisting of not less than
forty men and women, with two slaves. It had a
master and mistress set over it, and over every thirty
families there was a magistrate. Every inhabitant of
the island was instructed in agriculture. They had
reached great perfection in rearing crops, breeding
cattle, and hatching chickens. The last was done by